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About the Village of Riverwoods
• Unique woodland 

community founded in 

1949

• 3.9 Sq. Miles

• 3,500 Population

• Invested in woodland 

protection



Riverwoods Prior to European Settlement (1830’s)

The land east of  the Des Plaines River was woodland; west of  

Des Plaines was Prairie.

Source: Bowes & McBride



Riverwoods in the 1930’s

Source: Illinois Clearing House Historical Images

By the 1930s farming 

impacted many woodland 

areas. 

Notice how “open” the 

remaining woodlands are.



Riverwoods Today

Source: Google Maps

Note how dense the 

woodland areas have 

become. 

Shade tolerant species such 

as sugar maple and 

basswood are beginning to 

dominate the historic oak 

woodlands.



Natural Plant Community Profile

Source: Chicago Wilderness



Source: Google

AES’s vision is to bring the science of ecology to all land use decisions



What is a Woodland?
Up to four layers: 1) Canopy, 2) Subcanopy, 3) Shrub, and 4) Ground.

* Canopy & ground layers must be present for the woodland to 

“regenerate” over time.

1) Canopy Layer

2) Subcanopy Layer 

4) Ground Layer 

3) Shrub Layer 

http://www.ecolandscaping.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/05/Woodland-habitat.jpg


Woodland Communities in Riverwoods



Riverwoods Woodland 
Delineation Maps

AES delineated the woodland 

boundary on each parcel using 

multi-spectral aerial imaging 

followed by site inspections.

* Woodland must have at least a 

canopy of  native native trees & 

unmaintained ground layer.



What will Happen without Woodland Stewarship?   

Healthy Oak Woodland

Maple/Basswood Woodland

Maple/Basswood Woodland

http://www.ecolandscaping.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/05/Woodland-habitat.jpg


The Woodlands are being Altered 



Tree & Woodland Protection Ordinance
• 2018: Tree & Woodland Ords. were updated and combined.

• Woodland Ord. limits removal of  “Protected Woodland” to no 

more than 20% based on 2017 Woodland Delineation Maps.

• “Regulated Tree”: at least 1.5” dia. & ≥6 feet tall.

• All trees are “Regulated” but only “Desirable Native Trees” & 

are protected as well as 80% of  their Critical Root Zones. 

• Removal of  “Desirable Native Trees” requires mitigation:

- fee based on diameter of  desirable tree(s)

- ≥$5K -option to implement an “Ecological Mitigation Plan”



Ecological Cost Share Programs
Program that encourages residents to be good stewards by 

improving the ecological health of  woodlands. 

There are seven Ecological Cost Share Programs:

1) Canopy & Subcanopy Tree Thinning

2) Invasive Shrub Removal

3) Garlic Mustard Removal

4) Native Tree & Shrub Planting

5) Native Seeding

6) Rain Garden Installation

7) Prescribed Burning



Ecological Cost Share Report & Map



2015-2017: nearly 200 

residents had an ecological 

consultation & approx. 50% 

of  these residents applied 

for a cost share program.



Village’s Contractor Certification Program
•Attendance at workshop was required to become “Certified” to 

work under the Village’s Ecological Cost Share Programs.

• Explain why & how Riverwoods is protecting woodlands. 

• Orient contractors to Village’s Tree/Woodland Ordinance.

• Orient contractors to Village’s Ecological Cost Share Programs.

• Process resident & contractor go through when applying.

• Contractor implementation of  each Cost Share Program.



Canopy & Subcanopy Tree Thinning Program

Goal is to provide for select removal of  canopy & subcanopy trees 

such as elm, sugar maple, and basswood to reduce shading.



Invasive Shrub & Garlic Mustard Removal Programs
Goal is to remove invasive shrubs & garlic mustard to reduce 

shading and competition with natives.

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiHsvufpJrTAhWs1IMKHaysCHIQjRwIBw&url=http://tangsphoto.photoshelter.com/image/I000006vRF_Sdusw&bvm=bv.152174688,d.amc&psig=AFQjCNFrCKYRF1uPld75WjLBgxTIdgmFTw&ust=1491927246346812


Native Tree & Shrub Planting Program

http://dallastrinitytrails.blogspot.com/2014/04/big-spring-bur-oak-becomes-official.html


Native Seeding Program

Goal is to establish or diversify native ground layer plants.



Rain Garden Program

Goal is to capture rainwater from downspouts/sumps



Prescribed Burn Program
Goal is to provide residents with a long term management tool 

to maintain woodland health. 



Ecological Cost Share Process
Step 1: Resident conducts Ecological 

Consultation w/ Village Ecologist & receives 

map/report.

Step 2: Resident meets w/ “Certified” 

contractor then submits app./proposal to 

Village.

Step 3: Village Ecologist reviews 

app./proposal, issues permit, then 

“Certified” contractor performs work.

Step 4: Village Ecologist inspects & approves 

work & resident is reimbursed.



What is an Ecological Mitigation Plan?
Plan to improve health of  existing woodlands using ecological 

management strategies similar to the Cost Share Programs. 



Questions 


